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Can you name their successors?



Heinrich Bullinger: 
Werke

• 1. Abteilung: Bibliographie

• 2. Abteilung: Briefe

• 3. Abteilung: Theologische Schriften

• 4. Abteilung: Historische Schriften



Digital Tools



Bullinger’s 
Accomplishments

• Defense of Ulrich Zwingli and the Zurich 
church

• Further development of Reformed 
theology

• Contribution to the spread of the 
Reformed faith through Europe

• More important than Zwingli outside of 
Switzerland



Bullinger as 
Zwingli’s 
Successor

Bullinger and the Zurich Church

Comparison of the Publications 
and Correspondence of Zwingli 
and Bullinger

The Significance of Bullinger’s 
Correspondence



The Impact of the 
Second Kappel War

• Death of Zwingli and other pastors and 
political figures

• Landfriede ended spread of evangelical 
teachings through the Swiss Confederation

• Popular backlash against political influence 
of Zurich’s pastors 



Bullinger’s Early Life

• 1504: born in Bremgarten: son of parish priest

• 1516: Schüler in Emmerich Latin school

• 1519: matriculated at Cologne university

• 1523: Schoolmaster in Kappel monastery school

• 1527: study period in Zurich

• 1529: Pastor in Bremgarten

• Dec. 1531: elected as pastor of Großmünster in 
Zurich



Relationship between 
Magistrate and Clergy

• Pastors not to be directly involved in politics

• BUT: they have the right to address political 
decisions not in accord with God’s Word

• Bullinger’s influence through personal 
relationships with Ratsherren and appearances 
before the Rat



Stabilization of 
Institutional Structures

• Education: from Prophezei to academy

• Curricular reform

• Endowment of professorships and 
student stipends

• Oversight of clergy

• The Zurich synod: pastors in office

• The committee of examiners: 
ordination and appointment to 
positions

• Consolidation of liturgy



Deepening 
Zwingli’s theology

• Wahrhaffte Bekanntnuss (1545)

• Consensus Tigurinus (1549)

• Confessio Helvetica Posterior (1566)



Zwingli’s Publications, 1521–1531: 
174 imprints
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• German: 131 
publications
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Zwingli’s Publications, 1532–1575
56 imprints
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• Latin: 28 imprints

• English: 14 imprints

• German: 9 imprints

• French: 4 imprints

• Dutch: 1 imprint



Number of Imprints Compared, 1526–1575

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

1526-31 1532-36 1537-41 1542-46 1547-51 1552-56 1557-61 1562-66 1567-61 1672-75

Bullinger Zwingli



Publications 
by Language, 
1526–1575

• Zwingli: 124 imprints

• German: 58 imprints

• Latin: 47 imprints

• English: 14 imprints

• French: 4 imprints

• Dutch: 1 imprint

• Bullinger: 330 imprints

• German: 100 imprints

• Latin: 100 imprints

• French: 67 imprints

• English: 39 imprints

• Dutch: 17 imprints

• Polish: 5 imprints

• Italian: 1 imprint

• Czech: 1 imprint



Zwingli’s Correspondence 
through 1525

• Centered in Swiss Confederation 
and southwestern Germany

• Early connections with Swiss 
humanists

• Heinrich Glarean in Cologne 
and later Paris

• Joachim Vadian in Vienna

• Wolfgang Capito in Halle

• Erasmus’s students in 
Louvain



Zwingli’s 
Correspondence, 
1526–1531

• Concentration in northern 
part of Swiss 
Confederation

• Expansion into Hesse

• Single letters to or from 
more distant cities



Zwingli’s Swiss Correspondence, 1526–1531



Correspondence Networks Compared

Zwingli, 1526-1531 Bullinger Through 1535



Comparison of Correspondence Size

• Zwingli’s correspondence: ca. 1350 
letters

• Through 1525: 443 letters

• 1526–1531: 907 letters

• Bullinger’s correspondence: ca. 
12,800 letters

• Through 1535: 716 letters

• 1536–1545: 1616 letters

• 1546–1555: 3311 letters

• 1556–1565: 3799 Letters

• 1566–1575: 3370 letters



Bullinger’s Correspondence, 1536–1545



Bullinger’s Correspondence, 1546–1555



Geographic Extent of Correspondence

Zwingli, 1526–1531: 907 letters Bullinger, 1546-1555: 3311 letters



1555 as 
Turning Point

• Religious Peace of Augsburg 
recognized the Churches of the 
Augsburg Confession

• Spread of the Reformed faith to 
England, Scotland, France, the 
Low Countries, and the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth

• Impact of dedicatory epistles



Letters as Windows into 
the Sixteenth Century

• Family life

• News and information

• Crime and punishment

• Weather, natural disasters, and portents



Spanning the 
Generations



Bullinger’s Correspondence as Bridge




